Illinois Coal Industry
Significant Dates

The following is a listing of important dates in the Illinois coal industry broken into 3
categories: Mine Disasters, Regulatory History and Landmarks in Illinois Coal Mining
History. The majority of the events have a website listed which serves as a starting point
for further investigation.

Mine Disasters

1883

1905

1909

1914

1932

1947

1951

On February 16" at Wilmington Coal Mining & Manufacturing Company,
Diamond Mine, there were 69 miners that drown when mine flooded.
http.//www.ccpld.org/coalmining/coalcity/coalcity.htm

On April 3" at Zeigler Coal Company, 47 miners were killed in an
explosion and three died from asphyxiation while conducting rescue
operations.

http://www.zeigleril.com/pages/zighist.htm

November 13" at St. Paul Coal Company, Mine #2 (also known as the
Cherry Mine Disaster) 259 miners died in the mine fire.
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/resources/articles.htm

On October 27" at the Franklin Coal & Coke Mine #1,
52 miners died in a gas explosion.
http:// genealogytrails.com/ill/franklin/1914royaltonmine.html

On December 24", Moweaqua Coal Company
had 54 miners die in a gas explosion.
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/resources/articles.htm

On March 25™ there were 111 miners that died in coal dust explosion at
Centralia Coal Company #5.
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/resources/articles.htm

On December 21% 119 miners died in gas explosion at the Orient #2, West
Frankfort, owned by the Chicago, Wilmington and Franklin Coal
Company,

http://www.usmra.com/saxsewell/orient.htm

Requlatory History
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1883

1890

1891

1910

1917

1948

1952

1962

1967

1969

The Bureau of Mines and Minerals was created, which had authority to
inspect the state’s coal mines.
http://dnr.state.il.us/mines/

United Mine Workers of America was formed. It continues the fight for
safe workplaces, good wages and benefits, and fair representation.
http://www.umwa.org/homepage.shtml

Congress passed the first federal statute governing mine safety. The
Federal Coal Mine Safety Act established ventilation requirements and
prohibited operators from employing children less than 12 years of age.
http://www.msha.gov/IMSHAINFO/MSHAINF2.HTM

Legislation was passed that provided for the creation of mine rescue
stations. This act was in response to the mine fire at the St. Paul Coal
Company, Mine #2 that claimed the lives of 259 miners.
http://www.osh.netnam.vn/html/coal_mines/mines_rescue.htm

Civil Administrative Code established the Department of Mines and
Minerals, which had the powers to regulate the state’s growing coal
industry.

http://dnr.state.il.us/mines/

Following the Centralia Mine disaster, legislation was adopted that created
a laboratory to analyze mine air and mine dust. The first analytical
laboratory was established on the campus of the University of Illinois.
http://www.msha.gov/Accident_Prevention/ideas/airchange.htm

The Federal Coal Mine Safety Act gave mine inspectors power to enforce
the laws on any mine that did not meet the standards of the Safety Act.
www.msha.gov/mshainfo/mshainf2.htm

On January 1%, the first state laws regulating reclamation at Illinois surface
coal mines became in effect.
http://dnr.state.il.us/mines/education/indus3.htm

Air Quality Act would improve air quality and implement emission
limitations.
http://wps.prenhall.com/wps/media/objects/751/769950/Documents_Libra
ry/airquality.htm

Mine Health and Safety Act creates MSHA enforcement. As a result, the
safety standards for all coal mines were strengthened and health standards
were adopted.

http://www.msha.gov/MSHAINFO/MSHAINF2.HTM
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1970

1977

1977

1979

1990

1990

1995

1998

2000

2005

2006

Clean Air Act limits how much of a pollutant can be in the air anywhere in
the United States to curb acid raid, urban air pollution and toxic air
emissions

http://www.nsc.org/ehc/mobile/acback.htm

Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act protects society and
environment from adverse effects of surface coal mining operations.
http://ipl.unm.edu/cwl/fedbook/smcra.html

Federal Mine Safety and Health Act states all underground mines are
inspected four times a year and surface mines twice annually.
http://www.dol.gov/asp/programs/quide/msha.htm

On July 1%, new laws were enacted providing mine subsidence insurance
to homeowners providing coverage against damage from mine subsidence
due to long abandoned coal mines.

http://www.imsif.com/mine.htm

Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) set emission standards on existing
fossil-fueled gereating units, a national permits program and a stepped-up
enforcement program.
http://www.ametsoc.org/sloan/cleanair/cleanairlegisl.html

National Ambient Air Quality Standards established standards for each of
the criteria pollutants — sulfur dioxide (SO2) nitrogen oxide (NOx) and
particulate matter (PM) to determine “attainment” and Nonattainment”
areas in terms of air quality standards.

Phase 1 of Acid Rain Program (ARP)requires 263 of the largest, dirtiest
generating units to reduce SO2, NOx and particulate matter (PM).

Emission Targets for 21 states and District of Columbia — Set NOx
emission targets for each state

Phase Il of Acid Rain Program — extends ARP to every fossil-fueled plant
greater than 25 MW,

Clean Air Interstate Rule established three separate cap and trade
programs for reducation of SO2, PM2.5 and NOx to reduce ozone
formation.

The Federal Mine Improvement and New Emergency Response (MINER)
Act improves mine safety by increasing training, upgrading mining
standars, improving mine emergency response, and requiring enshance
technology underground for post-diaster communications, refute chambers
and caches of emergency air.
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2006

2008

2009

2009

2010

http://www.msha.gov/MinerAct

IL Mine Safety Bill requires installation of wireless communication
devices, clearly marked escape routes, and stricter certification standards
for supervisors and independent contractors.
http://dnr.state.il.us/mines/ommActs.htm

Illinois Polution Control Board (IPCB) Mine Related Water Pollution
Regulations — Part 401-407 ammended to outline state and NPDES
permits and requiremens for water quality

IPCB Emission Standards and Limitations for Stationry Sources — Part
212, 214-220, 223, 225 amended to outlinerequirements for visible
particulate matter, sulfur, organic material, carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides, nonmethane organic compounds, and control of emissions from
large combustion sources.

IPCB Waste Disposal Regulations outlines alternative standards for coal
comusion power generating facilities’ waste landfills.

Mandatory Reporting of Greenhouse Gases requires reporting of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from all sectors of the economy.

Landmarks in Illinois Coal Mining History

1673

1810

1832

1833

1837

French explorers Father Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet report seeing
coal along the banks of the Illinois River near Ottawa.
http://www.eslarp.uiuc.edu/ibex/archive/vignettes/frenchconnection.htm

The first commercial sale of coal from Illinois coal mine. Small drift mine
along the banks of Big Muddy River near Murphysboro.
http://www.coaleducation.org/lessons/sec/Illinois/safil.htm

The first coal mining reported in Peoria County.
Peoria Journal Star, “More than 300 years of digging for coal in Illinois”

The first official recording of annual coal production indicated 6,000 tons
were mined.
http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/coal/pdf/EIA_State.pdf

First railroad built with the purpose of shipping coal was by a company
organized by Governor Reynolds and connected the mines along the bluffs
of the Mississippi River in St. Clair County with a point opposite St.
Louis, MO.

http://www.lib.niu.edu/ipo/ihy020444.html
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1855

1861

1866

1870

1875

1885

1887

1890

1896

1898

1899

Shaft mining began after completion of the Illinois Central railroad, at
DuQuoin in Perry County.
Peoria Journal Star, “More than 300 years of digging for coal in Illinois ™

The American Miners Association is organized in Belleville, IL and
becomes the first miner’s union to extend beyond one state. The
Association became inactive after 1868.
http://www.ilir.uiuc.edu/L11/history.html
http://www.ilir.uiuc.edu/lii/chronlog.html

Strip mining began near Danville, Illinois, when horse-drawn plows and
scrapers were used to remove overburden so the coal could be dug and
hauled away in wheelbarrows and carts.
http://dnr.state.il.us/orep/c2000/assessments/vermilion/mining.htm

The second bituminous coal washery (for washing and cleaning mined
coal) in the United States was erected in East St. Louis.

Coke replaces charcoal as the chief fuel for iron blast furnaces.

The first year mechanical stripping equipment, other than horses and
scoops, was used.

The first underground electric mine locomotive was used in an Illinois
coal mine to move loaded coal cars.

United Mine Workers of America led the struggle to establish collective
bargaining in American industrial life.
http://www.lib.niu.edu/ipo/ihy971218.html

Steel timbering is used for the first time at the shaft mine of the Spring
Valley Coal Company, where 400 feet of openings are timbered with 15-
inch beams.

October 12" - Battle of Virden

The Chicago-Virden Coal Company attempted to break the strike by
bringing in African-American miners from Alabama. Seven miners and
five coal company guards were killed and scores wounded in what is
recognized as a landmark event in the history of the labor movement in the
United States. As a result, October 12th was declared Miner’s Day.
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/resources/articles.htm

Union Miners Cemetery constructed in Mount Olive Illinois. The local
UMWA union purchased a one-acre site and the bodies of the miners

killed during the Battle of Virden were moved from the town cemetery
and laid to rest in the new Union Miners Cemetery. Mother Jones, the
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1901

1911

1911

1912

1913

1920

1921

1922

1922

1923

1928

1932

1936

legendary UMWA organizer, and "General” Alexander Bradley, who
incited Illinois miners to join a nationwide strike called by the UMWA on
July 4, 1897, are buried there.
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/resources/articles.htm

Mother Jones became involved in the struggles of coal miners and became
an organizer for the United Mine Workers.
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/resources/articles.htm

The first state operated mine rescue stations were opened in LaSalle,
Springfield and Benton.

Three mine rescue railroad cars were commissioned for use at the state’s
three mine rescue stations. These rescue cars were furnished and equipped
to respond to a mine emergency.

The fist self-contained breathing apparatus for mine rescue operations is
used.

First loading of railroad cars in a strip pit.

John L. Lewis became president of the UMWA.
http://www.umwa.org/

The first electrically operated coal shovel was used at the Black Servant
Mine near Elkville.

The UMWA goes on a nationwide strike and coal mining effectively
ceased across the country.

Union sympathizers murder 21 strike breakers at a strip mine in Herrin.
http://www.lib.niu.edu/2001/ihy010235.html

Largest mining employment in Illinois history at 103,566 workers.

The Assumption Coal Company, the state’s deepest underground coal
mine at 1,004 feet, closes after 31 years of operations.

The Progressive Miners of America (PMA) was organized in Gillespie, IL
by Illinois miners who were dissatisfied by the UMWA leadership of John
L. Lewis. Lewis had sided with coal operators and subverted a contract
referendum which reduced a miner’s daily wage from $6.10 to $5.00.
http://en.wikepedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Mine_Workers
http://qillespieil.com/gillespie/pmwa

The first trackless means of hauling coal was used in the Blue Bird Coal
Company #5 mine in southern Illinois.
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1936

1937

1938

1948

1955

1961

1981

1991-2010

On October 10”‘, a dedication to the Mother Jones monument was located
in the Union Miner’s Cemetery, Mt. Olive, Illinois.
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/resources/articles.htm

The shuttle car is introduced by Joy Manufacturing Company.

Reclamation of surface mined lands was started on a voluntary basis by
mining companies. This consisted entirely of tree planting.

The continuous miner is introduced.

The rail industry virtually completes its switch from coal-fired to diesel
locomotives.

Coal becomes the major fuel used by electric utilities to generate
electricity.

Ilinois recorded the first fatality-free year in mining history.

15 Illinois power plants switched to lower sulfur Western coal, resulting in
a loss of 50.1 million tons of Illinois coal sales annually.
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